
Pre-announcement: Research Associate Position  
National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore 

 
Research Project: Speculative Urbanism: Land, Livelihoods, and Finance Capital 

 
The National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) announces a Research Associate position for a 
new research project entitled ‘Speculative Urbanism: Land, Livelihoods, and Finance Capital’. The 
project is a collaboration between NIAS faculty and faculty at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
and University of California-Los Angeles, and is funded by the National Science Foundation (USA). 

The project is a multi-disciplinary comparative study of two Asian mega-cities – Bangalore, India and 
Jakarta, Indonesia – focusing on land transformations and their implications for equity and urban 
sustainability. The international research team will explore comparatively the rising significance of 
speculative urban land markets for the social, economic, political, and ecological conditions of different 
communities in urban and peri-urban areas of the two cities.  

We are looking for an engaged, well-trained and preferably experienced researcher to carry out 
fieldwork and other research activities. The selected Research Associate will have the opportunity to 
work with a team of eminent scholars on an ambitious transnational research project, and will work at 
the National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bangalore, under the direction of Professors Carol 
Upadhya, Michael Goldman and Vinay Gidwani.  

The responsibilities of the Research Associate will include:  carrying out in-depth qualitative research 
in Bangalore, including village- and neighborhood-level fieldwork, conducting structured and semi-
structured interviews with a wide range of actors, production and analysis of interview transcripts and 
field notes, and report writing, under the direction of the project leaders.  

Applicants should have a recent master’s degree in sociology, geography, anthropology, urban studies, 
development studies, or other relevant social science disciplines. Familiarity with qualitative and 
ethnographic methods of research and analysis, excellent writing skills, knowledge of Kannada and/or 
other local languages of Bangalore, and a serious commitment to academic work and research, are 
requirements for the position. Willingness to learn and work with quantitative and GIS data will be an 
added advantage. The candidate should be proficient in using basic computer software, and willing to 
learn how to handle transcription software such as Atlas-Ti.  

The selected candidates must have good interpersonal skills, the ability to interact effectively with 
different groups of people across the socio-economic spectrum, and the knowledge and skills to carry 
out in-depth ethnographic fieldwork and write up clear field notes and interview transcripts. Familiarity 
with current debates on ongoing transformations in cities of the global South, urban development and 
planning, and/or land markets and rural transformations, will be an added advantage. 

The appointment will be initially for one year with an option to extend for another year, and will start 
in early 2017.  

Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience, and competitive with scales offered 
by other premier institutions in India. 

Interested candidates should write to the undersigned by email with a curriculum vita (including the 
names of three referees) and a statement of interest, by January 10, 2017: 

Prof. Carol Upadhya 
School of Social Sciences 
National Institute of Advanced Studies 
Indian Institute of Science Campus 
Bangalore 560012  India 
carol.upadhya@gmail.com 

mailto:carol.upadhya@gmail.com

