
AMBEDKAR UNIVERSITY DELHI 

Young Researchers’ Conference 

 

Beyond the icon: Ambedkar's legacy for our times 
 

Date: 23
rd

 February 2018 

Venue: Ambedkar University Delhi (Kashmere Gate Campus) 

 

Call for Papers 
Research scholars at the School of Letters, AUD, are organizing an interdisciplinary conference titled 

‘Beyond the Icon: Ambedkar’s legacy for our times’, for young researchers to explore diverse facets of the 

inspirational legacy of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in terms of its relevance to contemporary society and culture. 

This will be a curtain-raiser to the 10
th
Annual Ambedkar Memorial Lecture, to be organized by the 

University in April 2018. We invite participation from MPhil and PhD scholars registered in AUD and other 

recognized universities, postdoctoral fellows and young career academics, from Delhi and the NCR region. 

Concept:  Dr. B. R. Ambedkar is a deeply revered and resonant figure. The brahmanical hegemony and 

oppression he stood against is an issue that still confronts our unequal, hierarchical and increasingly divided 

society. The receptiveness to the icon and an underlying resistance or imperviousness to what he embodied 

seems to come between the cherished leader and his true legacy. On the brighter side, we have witnessed the 

emergence of grass-roots, localised, youth-driven movements, which allow for a wider dissemination and 

adoption of Ambedkar’s ideas. Such mobilisations can be a counterweight to the forces of intolerance. A 

reflective and critical engagement can offer ways of negotiating our own contemporary existence. Through 

paper presentations, creative entries and readings, the participants can explore his ideas across a spectrum of 

disciplines, including law, literature, history, religion, politics, economics, development studies, gender 

studies, social sciences, education and the arts.  

 

The conference hopes to address a range of questions and issues such as:  

 

1) What does it take to understand marginality?  What is the place of minorities in our society? 

2) How can we merge theory and praxis so that enlightened thought informs our daily choices?  

3) Faith, knowledge and society: implications of Ambedkar's conversation with Buddhism. 

4) Creative and intellectual endeavour as activism: Dalit writing, media and society, alternative aesthetics 

5) Ways to tackle social prejudice without mythologizing or appropriating Ambedkar. 

6) Education and social transformation.  

7) Law and democracy. 

8) Economics, development and social justice: labour rights, women’s empowerment, etc.   

Abstracts for papers in English or Hindi of up to 200 words in MLA format should be submitted by  

15
th

 January 2018 with a short bio note mentioning your name, affiliation, contact details, research interests, 

etc. Candidates whose abstracts are selected will be informed by 22
nd

 Jan. As this is a conference for local 

participants, we won’t be able to offer remuneration for travel and accommodation. 

Brief entries (not more than 10 minutes each) for a session comprising readings, performative 

presentations and creative work will also be considered.  

 

Please mail your entries at radha@aud.ac.in and prema@aud.ac.in.  

For queries, contact veeksha.17@stu.aud.ac.in, irfan.17@stu.aud.ac.in or ankita.chauhan55@gmail.com. 

We look forward to your participation. 
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