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KEYNOTE ADDRESS :
CONCEPTUALISING 
DISABILITY

21ST APRIL, 2018

SESSION I: 
DISABILITY AND
MEDICAL CARE 

The introductory session will focus on the 
changing definitions of disability, and what 
it means to be disabled in different contexts, 
whether personal, legal, practical, social and 
communally. It will attempt to unpack the 
term and explore its different contours so 
that discourse may be broadened beyond the 
vivisible and physical forms of disability. 
Certain complicated questions will be raised 
and addressed, such as: how broad a view 
must we take of disability? How does our 
definition of disability impact our treatment 
of disabled persons? In this context, it will 
be useful to understand the diversity of 
eexperiences of people living with different 
forms of disabilities, and to understand that 
consequently, there can be no uniform 
approach to any of the issues discussed here.

This session will examine both, the 
accessibility and affordability of medical 
care to persons living with disability. 
Moreover, it will attempt to examine the 
dominant (and less popular) discourses 
within the medical fraternity regarding 
disability and accessibility, and the changing 
coconstruction of fragility of persons who are 
disabled. It will also focus on the 
over-medicalization of mental disabilities 
and most importantly, the agency of 
patients when it comes to both, their care 
and other personal decisions. Guardianship 
under the law is always a complex question, 
pparticularly with profound intellectual 
disabilities. Moreover, this discussion 
demands critically understanding the stigma 
associated with developmental and mental 
disability as well as psychiatric care and 
mental health concerns of people living with 
disability.



SESSION II: 
DISABILITY AND 
THE STATE

In this session, disability will be discussed in 
terms of its interface with the State. We will 
begin with a critique of the contemporary 
law on the subject of disability, following 
which we will move on to the State’s role in 
disability – its breadth and coverage, its 
form. We will examine how the state 
clclassifies, defines and identifies persons 
with disability, how it both oppresses and 
supports persons with disability and how 
institutions and officials deal with persons 
with disability. Social security, as 
guaranteed under the 2016 Act, will be 
examined in the context of its practical 
eexperience. beyond the contours the 
legislative analysis of RPD and Mental 
Health Act but also focus on The distinction 
between the role the State must adopt as an 
interventionist State, as opposed to the 
patronising guardian.  State will become 
clearer at this stage. The State’s role in 
eempowerment of persons with disability 
may then be contrasted with the experience 
of persons with disability incarcerated by 
the State to highlight the lack of sensitivity 
shown towards prisoners with disability. 



22ND APRIL, 2018

SESSION III: 
DISABILITY, CASTE
AND GENDER 

SESSION IV: 
DISABILITY, 
EDUCATION  AND 
THE WORKPLACE 

This session will examine both, the 
accessibility and affordability of medical 
care to persons living with disability. 
Moreover, it will attempt to examine the 
dominant (and less popular) discourses 
within the medical fraternity regarding 
disability and accessibility, and the changing 
coconstruction of fragility of persons who are 
disabled. It will also focus on the 
over-medicalization of mental disabilities 
and most importantly, the agency of 
patients when it comes to both, their care 
and other personal decisions. Guardianship 
under the law is always a complex question, 
pparticularly with profound intellectual 
disabilities. Moreover, this discussion 
demands critically understanding the stigma 
associated with developmental and mental 
disability as well as psychiatric care and 
mental health concerns of people living with 
disability.

Accessibility is one of the most talked about 
aspects of disability, and yet ironically, still 
very little action is taken towards its 
realisation. Public spaces and the spheres of 
education and employment continue to 
struggle with the question of accessibility. 
Accessibility initiatives too often tend to 
coconcentrate only on the more visible forms 
of disability, excluding people whose 
conditions are less visible. Given the 
diversity of ways in which people experience 
their disability, accessibility in itself is a 
highly subjective term, and inclusivity 
demands that accessibility be approached in 
a a case-by-case manner. 



22ND APRIL, 2018

SESSION IV: 
DISABILITY, 
EDUCATION AND 
THE WORKPLACE 
 

SESSION V: 
DISABILITY 
AND ME

 

The recent legislation, in attempting to 
ensure accessibility and accommodation to 
persons with disability, raises some 
pertinent questions such as the special 
education versus mainstreaming debate, 
and how modern ideas of productivity may 
need to be reexamined to make the 
woworkplace more accessible. While 
technology has revolutionised accessibility 
for several persons with disability, factors 
such as economic ability, social mobility, 
location, etc. continue to operate against 
access to technology. Similarly, ease of 
access continues to be determined by 
ccomfort with English, as certain local scripts 
have been left out of market-driven research. 
Social capital and relative privilege also 
operates in accessing education and 
employment and thus stratifies the persons 
with disability. 

In the final session of the conference, 
students from NLS who are disabled reflect 
on their experiences in this institution, as 
well as their perspectives on the various 
themes of this conference. 
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