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National Workshop on Tribal Livelihoods 

July 27-28, 2018 

Background 

The development strategies as followed in tribal areas over the last few decades have 

not helped in improving the livelihood security of majority of scheduled tribes (STs) across 

the country. In this regard, the STs of Central belt as well as Eastern and Western regions are 

the worst affected. The tribal people’s access to customary land and forest based livelihood 

sources is getting severely challenged. The concern over as to how to protect the current 

sources of livelihood and promote economic and human development among these 

communities is growing by the day. The hopes of achieving livelihood security for these 

communities through vibrant, pro-poor institutions and national policies and laws such as the 

Panchayats (Extension to) Scheduled Areas (PESA) and Forest Rights Act (FRA) appear far 

from realisation. 

Issues for Discussion 

Land Alienation 

The common issue faced by the tribal farmers in several states is land alienation. The 

incidence of land alienation in the tribal districts is reported to range from five percent to 35 

per cent. Tribals have also been facing the denial of land rights. The ambiguities in the 

demarcation of resource use boundary are on the rise. In some areas, lack of clear forest 

boundaries makes the tribal people vulnerable to exploitation by the forest department. Some 

of the villages are not fully enumerated in the forest surveys. Due to such omissions, some 

tribal households do not possess titles to the forest land under cultivation. Since access to 

institutional credit, input subsidies and various government schemes is linked to the 

possession of title to land, these households are deprived of these benefits.  

Poor logistics and infrastructure 

Low level of logistic-linkages of tribal hamlets with mainstream society, 

infrastructure deficit and high information gaps are responsible for the tribals’ limited access 

to inputs, technology and extension services, efficient marketing arrangements, and other 

government schemes. For want of logistic and market related infrastructure, more than forty 

per cent of the tribal produce does not reach markets. 

A number of schemes, such as soil health testing, distribution of soil cards, supply of 

farm equipments, crop insurance, organic certification, etc have been initiated in several 

states for improving productivity in tribal agriculture. But these are not effectively 

implemented. Field studies observe that tribals are not involved in designing and 

implementing these schemes. This explains low level of agricultural productivity.  
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Little access to institutional credit 

Majority of the tribals have no access to institutional credit. Easy access to traders and 

their willingness to lend multiple times (although small loans), and offers to buy the produce 

at the farmers’ doorstep are the reasons behind such preference.  

Due to the lack of access to institutional credit, the local traders/commission agents 

give loans to tribal farmers at exorbitant interest rates which range from 24 per cent to 60 per 

cent per annum. These loan amounts ranged from Rs 3,000 to Rs 8,000 per farmer. The 

tribals are forced to depend on the traders though the former are well aware that they are 

being exploited and have to resort to distress sale of agriculture produce. There is a clear case 

of inter-locking of credit and produce markets.  

Dependence on traders is high because of: a) high transportation costs and lack of 

storage facilities, and b) malfunctioning of the formal procurement system. The shandies 

(markets) are unreachable for several farmers. Further, there is no storage infrastructure for 

storing the unsold produce in the market place. These constraints often lead to distress sale of 

many tribal produce, particularly perishable commodities such as fruits (pine apple, jack fruit 

etc). Once the farmers take their produce to the shandies, they are left with no choice except 

to sell at whatever the price. The other option of taking the produce back home is 

impracticable and makes no economic sense.  

The tribal farmers prefer local money lender-cum-trader over the state sponsored 

institutions such as the Girija Cooperative Corporation (GCC) to procure tribal produce and 

to transact their market activities.  

For enterprises other than traditional tribal activities and farming, the tribals have no 

access to institutional credit. The situation has not improved much even after the launch of 

MUDRA scheme three years ago.  

Convergence with various schemes 

The key livelihood security schemes like the MGNREGS are not being satisfactorily 

implemented in several tribal pockets. Lack of desired level of convergence among various 

departments at the ground level is attributed to be responsible for this shortfall. Several filed 

level studies observe that Integrated Tribal Development Agency (ITDA) is not able to 

achieve this important administrative prerequisite.  

Low quality of education and lack of opportunities for employable skills  

The tribal schools and junior colleges are overcrowded and are not adequate in 

number compared to the demand for admissions. Hence tribal children are being denied 

admissions into schools and colleges. Infrastructure facilities are very poor for classroom, 

living and toilet needs of the students. The dropout rate is very high, especially among girls 

and among PTGs.  
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There are no adequate and qualitative vocational education colleges for the tribal 

youth, which is relevant to their natural resources, livelihoods and occupations. There are no 

professional vocational courses that can enhance their skills in economic activities through 

value addition in agriculture, NTFP and other resources. 

The share of ST youth in the national skill development programmes is highly 

disappointing. Most skill development and placement schemes are designed without 

understanding the special socio-cultural needs of the tribal youth. No wonder, these schemes 

suffer from high dropout rates. There is also a need to re-examine the entire process of skill 

training presently aimed at these youth.  

Thus, tribal households’ livelihood security requires a serious discussion. While there 

are a few successes of tribal people gaining control over forest produce – such as Menda 

Lekha - and asserting their Community Forest Rights, little is known about the factors 

contributing to such success. These experiences could offer valuable lessons for tribals, tribal 

activists, civil society orgnaisations, governments and other stakeholders in tribal 

development policy formulation and programme implementation.  

Need for Dialogue 

The workshop will provide the participants an opportunity to share their views on a 

number of issues, as outlined below, and to come out with suggestions for strengthening 

livelihood security of tribals.   

 Sub-themes  

The following sub-themes will be covered during the workshop: 

1. The challenges in addressing the issue of land alienation among tribals 

2. Challenges encountered in implementing the provisions of Land Acquisition Act 

3. Role of governors in implementing tribal development in Schedule V areas  

4. Implementation of different provisions of The Scheduled Tribes and Other 

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.  

5. Implementation of PESA for tribal livelihood security 

6. Building tribal farmers' capacity in terms of FPOs, SHGs, SHG federations etc, to 

transact with the market, and  

7. Challenges in the collection and sale of minor forest produce 

8. The incidence of malnutrition among tribal population and the interventions to 

check the same 

9. Education and skills levels of tribal youth: the status and the intervention 

measures 

10. Poverty and livelihood issues concerning particularly vulnerable tribal groups 

(PVTGs)   
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The Participants 

The workshop aims at bringing together researchers, tribal development activists, 

members of civil society organisations, policy makers, administrators to share experiences, 

and research findings on tribal livelihood issues.  

Expected Outcome 

This meet could help the participants to discuss challenges and opportunities in 

effective implementation of tribal livelihood related Acts/policies and draw out possible 

strategies for implementation. The workshop could help in sharing experiences from different 

Indian states on various themes, analyse the issues, and identify lessons, gaps and drawing 

out pointers to the way forward. Selected papers will be brought out as a edited book. 

Attempts will also be made to bring out policy briefs from various themes, which will be 

shared with all relevant stakeholders. 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), Hyderabad invites scholars 

working on issues related to tribal livelihoods to submit original papers (5,000-8,000 words 

in length) on the following sub themes: 

 Improving the access and control of land rights, forest products and decent and 

productive employment  

 Identifying the challenges in the implementation of Forest Right Act, especially the 

community forest right to forest dwellers to ensure their access to forest products and 

suggesting the means to overcome the same 

 Role of Governor in the implementation of PESA and Forest Rights Act 2006 for 

promoting tribal livelihoods  

 Safeguard and regenerate the natural resource base of tribals  

 Increase agricultural productivity in the tribal areas for raising income through 

measures such as irrigation infrastructure  

 Improving the access to institutional credit, building market infrastructure, building  

the bargaining capacity of tribal farmers’ collectives  to negotiate for better prices  

 Redesigning the present skill development programmes so as to enhance the 

productive capacity of tribal youth 

 Examining the level of synergy of implementation of different forest related schemes 

including MGNREGS 

 Poverty and livelihood issues concerning particularly vulnerable tribal groups 

(PVTGs) 

Full papers may be submitted by 11
th

 June, 2018 with an abstract before first week of 

May, 2018.  Authors of papers which will be shortlisted for presentation at the workshop will 

be communicated by 20
th

 June, 2018. The lead author of the accepted paper will be extended 

financial support for travel, accommodation and boarding facility as per CESS-ICSSR norms 

(economy class airfare for Professors, rail fare up to first class AC for Associate Professor 
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and Assistant Professor, rail fare up to third AC for research scholars). For details visit: 

www.cess.ac.in. 

Workshop Coordinators 

 

Prof. P Purushotham 

Adjunct Professor 

Mobiles: 8247428330 

E-mail: purushpuru@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Brajaraja Mishra  

Assistant Professor 

Mobiles: 9703068930 

E-mail: mishrabrajaraja@gmail.com  
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