
Research Assistants:  
Solar Energy, Energy Poverty and Climate Change Research Project 

 
Overview: Two position are available for research assistants (RA) to support Dr. Heather 
Bedi’s Fulbright-Nehru research project (funded by the US and Indian governments and 
Dickinson College) related to solar energy, energy poverty, and climate change in Kerala. The 
RAs will conduct questionnaires (using provided audio recorders) and transcribe the 
questionnaire results into an excel sheet. Upon successful completion of the questionnaires, 
there is a possibility to extend the contract to include further research and interviews. To 
comply with the Institutional Review Board ethics in research process, the accepted RAs will 
complete an online ethical review training prior to completing the fieldwork (there is no 
expense for this, and it usually takes a few hours to complete). 
 
Dates: August 22-October 22, 2018 (with potential for extension until November 30, 2018). 
 
Ideal qualifications: 

• Fluent in Malayalam and English. 
• Preferably based in Kochi. 
• Experience completing qualitative research (interviews or questionnaires). 
• Excellent writing skills. 
• Demonstrated ability to adapt to changing fieldwork conditions. 
• Demonstrated ability to be a self-starter (able to set-up transportation and interviews 

without supervision).  
• Academic or professional experience with environment or development issues is 

welcome, but not required. 
• Previous experience working in Kerala is welcome, but not required. 

 
Research Assistant Pay: 1,000 Rs. per questionnaire completed, translated into English, and 
transcribed into Excel.  
Travel Covered by the Project: The research is primarily based in Kochi. For 1-3 weeks the 
RAs may complete questionnaires and interviews in other parts of Kerala. A stipend will be 
provided to cover travel (by train, bus and taxi), hotel, and food for work outside of Kochi. 
 
Application submission: Please submit a cover letter detailing your specific qualifications 
for the position, and a CV/ resume that includes your educational, research, and work 
experience. Submissions should be sent to bedih@dickinson.edu 
 
Deadline: 1st July 2018 
 
Please direct questions to:  
Heather Plumridge Bedi, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies Department 
Dickinson College 
Pennsylvania, USA 
1-717-254-8168 
bedih@dickinson.edu 


