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I am happy to share the Winter Field Projects 
Fair report – 2018. This report is a compilation 
of the summary of each of the sessions by 
student rapporteurs.  I thank all the student 
rapporteurs who volunteered to engage 
with the field projects undertaken by their 
seniors.  It was heartening to see 42 student 
volunteers who enthusiastically participated 
and took responsibility to make the Project 
Fair a big success.  I thank the field practice 
team including Anant Gangola, Subrat Mishra, 
Shruthi, S and Remya G along with the faculty 
design team including Arima Mishra, Richa Govil 
and Rajesh Joseph for planning and executing 
the Fair. Thanks to all the faculty panel members 
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including Akshay Patra, Sarvangna Trust, 
Foundation for Revitalization of Local Health 
Traditions, Fedina, Dharithree Trust, Institute 
of Public Health, Selco Foundation, Parvarish 
and Ideas Unbound. Their feedback on the 
presentations have enriched student’s learning. 

Thanks to Sneha Mariam and Kiran 
Bhagvatullah, students of the current 2017-2019 
batch for their help in compiling, editing and 
designing the report.

I also thank Rahul Rai in the communications 
team for finalizing the design of the report.

Dr. Ashok Sircar
Director, School of Development 
Azim Premji University
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The winter field project fair was indeed an exhilarating 
experience. It was amazing to see the energy and 
seriousness among students regarding their projects. 
Most students were present near their respective 
podiums throughout the day, and eagerly explained 
their projects to whoever was interested. The presence 
of external visitors further boosted their confidence. 
Overall, the winter fair was a great way for both the 
students and the faculty members to know about the 
projects of each of the students, and personally interact 
with them, which is otherwise not possible in a closed-
door presentation mode
 – Puja Guha, Faculty 

The Winter Fair project was an interesting idea that 
facilitated a discussion around students’ experiences 
in the field in an informal yet engaging way. Compared 
to the earlier more structured forms of presentation, 
where the students seemed to be more nervous, 
they used this space creatively to communicate their 
learning through photographs, charts and diagrams. 
Moreover, the idea of presenting the projects in 
different kiosks enabled people to hop from one place 

Messages

to the other and have a good sense of the overall 
projects 
 – Malini Bhattacharjee, Faculty

 Observing the growing ability of our students to 
unravel facets of our complicated world and explain 
them engagingly is one of the delights of our vocation. 
The Winter Field Projects Fair had a number of such 
happy instances!  
-Manu Mathai, Faculty 

The Winter Field Project fair was a creative and fun 
way for students to share their work with both faculty 
and their peers. The atmosphere was lively and 
student participation was high. Most of the posters 
were well laid out; however, next time many students 
would probably benefit from a more hands-on session 
on poster design. Overall, a positive experience 
– Shreelata Rao Seshadri, Faculty

The winter field project fair showed a healthy mix of 
projects taken up by students. The stalls were grouped 
thematically. It was pleasing to see the students 

explain their work in detail, with a lot of enthusiasm. 
Many students had provided a professional touch to 
the content, material used and the overall creative 
design. Hope other students took this opportunity to 
learn from their peers to bring up their presentations 
to similar standards. It will be of benefit to them in 
their professional life
 – N. Shirsh, co-Founder, Ideas Unbound 

The idea of the fair was very thoughtful, because it 
gave students an opportunity to showcase and present 
their work to a larger audience. Uniqueness of this 
fair was that it was an occasion for visitors to get a 
glimpse of many developmental issues under one roof. 
It was so refreshing to watch students enthusiastically 
showcasing their work. I like to congratulate the 
organisers for successfully organising such a wonderful 
fair
 – Thriveni B.S., Director, Sarvangana Healthcare 
Institute, Bangalore and Member, Task Force for 
Strengthening NCD Policy, Government of Karnataka
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The winter field project is a significant 
milestone in the life of students studying 
M. A. Development at Azim Premji University. 
It offers them an opportunity to conduct an 
independent project, and put into practice ideas 
and concepts theoretically discussed in the 
classroom. The projects which were presented 
before this panel included sex reassignment 
surgery options available to the transgender 
community and their medical, social and 
emotional impacts; a look into the abortion, 
pregnancy and delivery experiences of sex 
workers in Bangalore; a study of shelter and 
related health problems in Vijayawada among 
the transgender community; access to maternal 
health services among migrant workers in Delhi; 
rehabilitation and restoration of the survivors 
of sex trafficking; and a study on embodiment 
of victimization, health-seeking behaviour 
and organizational support with respect to the 

Gender and Health

THEME : HEALTH

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
O Aishwarya

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Deeksha Pandey, Manasaguru B, 
Annu Itty, Padakandla Mallikharjuna, 
Rachana Raj and Nikita D PeswaniFACULTY TEAM

Benson Issac and 
Prasanna Saligram
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shunned to the fringes, a sense of identity and 
belongingness, a support system as well as a 
safe space (as the presentation on transgender 
sex workers in Bangalore discussed), while 
at the same time also serving as centres for 
perpetuation of existing unequal traditional 
structures. For instance, the presentation 
regarding shelter and related health issues faced 
by the transgender community in Vijayawada, 
illustrated how a Chela would have to pay 
a fine of Rs. 10000 for touching a Nayaka. 
Another theme in the whole conversation 
relating to the transgender community was 
criminalization that they face from the police, 
especially while practicing sex work. This 
criminalization also translates into victim 
blaming and victim shaming, from the law, 
state, hospitals, other people, etc. There is still 
a lot of discrimination in relation to the access 
and quality of healthcare, and in many cases, 
the attitude of the healthcare providers towards 
the disadvantaged communities perpetuates 
this lack of quality and access.
One of the recurring themes of the 
presentations was how it is the intersectionality 
of gender, class, caste that causes a lack of 
agency in people, leading to health risks. For 
instance, in the above-mentioned case of 
transgender community in Vijayawada, the 
rejection and stigmatization that they face in 

transgender sex workers in Bangalore. These 
presentations, each unique in their own way, 
offered varied and nuanced insights for the 
viewer to ponder.
Several presentations dealt with issues faced 
by the transgender community. Although they 
examined different aspects of transgender 
communities and their health-seeking 
behaviour, these presentations seemed to 
accentuate and enhance one another to weave 
a common story of victimization, stigmatization 
and lack of agency, which lead them to unsafe 
situations in terms of health and personal 
safety. These presentations also offered insights 
into how places like the hamams and the 
gharanas offer transgender community, usually 
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educational institutions and families causes 
them to view gharanas as the only option of 
livelihood. However, within these spaces, they 
are pushed into sex work and are also subjected 
to violence. 
The presentation on access to maternity 
benefits among migrants, one of the best 
presentations of this panel, led to a serious 
discussion on the ways in which access to 
services is used by the government in order to 
subtly promote the schemes and agendas they 
want to promote. For instance, many women 
who are entitled to benefits do not receive 
them due to reasons like not knowing how to 
register themselves for the same or their Aadhar 
cards not being connected to their accounts. It 
illustrates the subtle ways in which the police 

state is created and comes into being. The 
above issue also proves that the progress in the 
health sector and health reforms would not be 
of help if the policies and regulations made for 
the sole purpose of achieving better healthcare 
do not take into account the contexts in which 
these are implemented.
Time and time again, the concept of agency, 
and how it is lack of agency which leads to 
serious social issues related to gender, came 
up in conversation. For instance, the study on 
pregnancy, abortion and delivery experiences 
of sex workers in Bangalore found that needing 
to contribute towards family income brought 
these women into sex work. They do not even 
possess the freedom to make their own choices 
on whether or not to have a child. 
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Inequities in health show a larger picture of 
inadequate access to basic resources which 
could be viewed in the light of the social 
location of an individual. Therefore, health 
not only reflects the health conditions of an 
individual but also reflects the kind of social, 
political and economic conditions in which the 
individual lives. Is it individual agency or the 
social structure that explains vulnerability? 
Who holds the power in deciding what part 
of the population receives adequate health 
facilities? What are the most effective ways 
of rendering health services? Does modern 
medicine necessarily mean the best form of 
care? Is it possible to integrate alternative 
medical systems with mainstream allopathy? 
Can malnutrition among a certain section of 
the population be due to the lack of proper 
toilets? These were some of the interesting 
questions that were raised through the various 

Access and Equity 
in Health

THEME : HEALTH

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Caroline Wilson

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Mallik Tania Partha Sarathi,  Nilanjan 
Panda, Vanshika Bhatnagar, Wale Gargi 
Hiraman, Disha Saraf and Sonone 
Vaibhav Ganesh

FACULTY TEAM
Shreelata Rao Seshadri 
and Prasanna Saligram
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Another interesting insight was drawn towards 
the assisted reproductive technologies being 
used in India today. There is a growing demand 
for assisted reproductive technology like 
never before. The reasons highlighted show 
a changing mindset of the growing Indian 
population which was becoming more and 
more aware about the choices they have when 
it comes to choosing the kind of technology 
they wanted to engage with. At the same time, 
through the interviews that were taken, it 
became evident as to how culture, tradition, 
religion and caste played a significant role when 
it comes to determining the kind of population 
that wishes to engage in such technologies and 
also the methods that are adopted. Class was a 
dominant factor in determining who could avail 
of such technologies.
Now the question arises, if there is adequate 
access and there is empowerment through 
appropriate agency does it necessarily mean 
the changes are going to be evident? This brings 
me to the next presentation which was based 
on the open defecation system in Melghat, 
Maharashtra and how it affects the health of 
the rural population. Through the research 
it became evident that it was not always 
culture or traditional belief (even though it 
existed) that restricted people from using the 
constructed toilets. There were other factors 

presentations in this panel. While some focused 
on the extremely vulnerable populations 
like the Adivasis, women and children, other 
presentations raised larger issues about 
different aspects of access and equity in health.   

In one of the lesser studied theme of 
environmental health, one presentation 
discussed about the narratives of change in 
health dynamics in the coal mining belt of 
Korba district. Though not conclusive, there 
were several pointers that alluded to how the 
environment due to the presence of coal mines 
lead to several health problems. Yet another 
presentation drew our attention to changing 
patterns of access to health care among the 
Santhal tribe in Western Bengal. Their access 
to health care facilities is restricted by the 
geographical conditions and even when they 
are able to access the Primary Health Centres, 
these health facilities lack the necessary 
infrastructure. Another presentation discussed 
recent civil society efforts to revitalize local 
health traditions to strengthen access to 
primary health care. It specifically presented the 
experiences of being involved in the process of 
certification of traditional healers as a mode of 
social recognition. This could help addressing 
the growing health care demands of the tribal 
and others living in remote areas. 
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like water shortage, inadequate drainage supply 
and uncomfortable dingy construction that 
created major logistical issues. Rather than 
looking for more funds for construction, the 
need of the hour is to make the citizens aware 
of the benefits of using toilets and construct 
toilets that are best suited to the needs of the 
community. 

The different presentations were successful in 
showing the systematic processes that create 
and reinforce inequities. Discussions revolved 
around the methodologies used in each of these 
research projects, the larger lessons on how to 
address issues of equity and ways forward for a 
more people centred health care. 
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“Our children are the rock on which our future 
will be built, our greatest asset as a nation. 
They will be the leaders of our country, the 
creators of our national wealth who care for 
and protect our people” says Nelson Mandela. 
The panel of presentations under the ambit 
of child health covered varying topics such as 
provision of follow up for sick newborn babies 
in Chhattisgarh, migrant workers’ access to 
maternal and child health in Delhi, sensitization 
among children about disabilities, cultural 
factors of low child sex ratio in Haryana, factors 
associated with child malnutrition among the 
tribal groups in Kerala and recidivism among 
juvenile. The in-depth probe into these areas 
revealed subtle reasons for the poor health 
indicators of child health. Most of the studies 
carried out were based on qualitative research 
methodology in different parts of India. These 
included in-depth interviews, case studies and 

Child health

THEME : HEALTH

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Gloria Benny

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Akhila Thankappan, Diwanji Radhika 
Arvind, Ayushi Jain, Debasmita Dash, 
Ankit, Akansha and Sameer ShaikhFACULTY TEAM

Arima Mishra and 
Vandana Swami
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issues.
In a unique experiment in Chhatisgarh, Sick and 
Neonatal Care facility is provided for all the sick 
new-born children. This initiative was discussed 
threadbare in terms of its sustainability, gender 
bias (preference of boys over girl children) and 
the everyday challenges of the health workers. 
With caution, this sounded like an interesting 
initiative to control infant deaths. 
These days, when the nation strives towards 
universal health coverage, migrant workers get 
muddled in producing several documents. The 
gap is huge between the health system and this 
floating population, their entitlements and level 
of awareness, dietary intake and requirements 
etc. Even a basic service like immunization is 
far from the reach of children of the migrant 
workers. 
While speaking about low child sex ratio in the 
larger context of a nation, there are local stories 
to support this fact. Mostly certain cultures back 
up the preference for boy children and thus sex 
selective abortion, child marriages etc. This 
presentation used material from the popular 
discourse including newspaper clipping, folk 
songs, wedding invitation cards and personal 
stories of the presenter himself. It demonstrated 
the strong son preference in Haryana and how 
it also showed seeds of change however slow it 
may be. 

focus group discussions which brought out 
researchers’ personal and intimate experiences 
with the study populations. Students used 
creative ways of sharing findings including 
collage of newspaper clippings, hand drawing 
and digital posters. 
On malnutrition deaths, issues related to the 
manipulation of information and Government’s 
denial of malnutrition related deaths emerged 
from the discussion. Diarrhoea being an 
extremely serious public health crisis has 
been neglected in the slums of Delhi. The 
veracity of lack of awareness as the most 
popular explanation and the responsibility 
of low awareness was discussed at length. Is 
it just the lack of awareness why people in 
the slum confront daily challenges of non-
availability of basic emergency medication like 
Oral Rehydration Therapy in the nearest PHCs, 
poor supply of clean water and inadequate 
sanitation services? Open defecation is explicitly 
practiced and accepted in those slums where 
diarrhoea deaths are high which can also be 
reason for malnutrition. The social autopsy with 
the family members of diseased children has 
helped to figure out certain ostensible facts in 
the hospital records related to children’s deaths. 
Also it was said in different presentations that 
high workload, competing priorities had led 
the frontline workers to underplay such lethal 
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 Incorporation of inclusive education system 
to work on sensitizing children about 
differently abled and their strengths, through 
an experiential learning, showed that it could 
create a long lasting effect. This presentation 
was about the development of a training 
module. The recommendation was to create the 
module in local language so to make it easily 
implementable and sustainable. On thinking 
about Juvenile recidivism, every delinquent 
youth is a victim of circumstance. Juveniles are 
prone for other crimes due to the peer pressure, 

surroundings, family background etc. So, it is 
the duty of every citizen of India, as parents, 
teachers, relatives, and friends, to guide the 
future generation of India into the right path. 
Thus creating a safer physical, social and 
psychological space is necessary for children to 
thrive. 
Taken together, the presentations covered 
different aspects of child health including 
challenges as well as some experiments that 
planted a seed of hope. 
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In any developing nation, health is one of the 
primary areas of concern and coupled with 
the vulnerable groups in a country like India, it 
can often be a daunting challenge. As the title 
suggests, this was exactly the area of study of 
the aforementioned students, who had the 
chance to go to the field and work on a project/
problem that they believed in, cared for, wanted 
to explore. The project fair gave them a chance 
to talk about and display the work that they had 
undertaken.
The qualitative analysis of the nature of health 
services provided to HIV-affected transgender 
community on three parameters: societal, 
emotional and health showed that the delivery 
of public health services to the transgender 
community was extremely poor. Another 
research project critically examined the District 
Collector’s mega Medical Board Certification 
Program and whether this model is replicable 

Health and Vulnerability

THEME : HEALTH

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Srijib Das

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Srilekha Tejavath, Akhil A K, Jafar Ali 
Zaidi, Kshema Varghese, Saroj Saket 
Nandlal Chinta Devi, Astika Roy and 
Karun J Kulangara

FACULTY TEAM
Harish Jagannath and 
Chiranjib Sen
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legal provisions to protect the rights of the 
differently abled.  The study suggested that 
the government needs to increase awareness 
about existing legal provisions to address 
disability among parents through regular 
activities and programs. Further, there should 
be a linkage between the government and 
special institutions which would cater to the 
needs of the disabled children. The research on 
the attitudes of the healthcare professionals 
showed that apart from family backgrounds of 
the professionals, workspace and environment 
also played a key role in shaping their attitudes 
towards the disabled people. 

To understand the impact of disability on 
women, the researcher shared specific findings. 
Apart from ‘common knowledge’, which 
includes things like preference for able-bodied 
individuals at the workplace, preferential 
treatment of disabled men over women in 
terms of providing access to social and human 
capital, marginalisation based on caste, class 
and religion, the research also indicated how 
disabled women faced specific challenges in 
accessing higher education, going out to work, 
participating in decisions on finding a suitable 
marriage partner. Another key observation was 
the very limited number of NGOs working on 
this domain in the selected study site. 

in other areas or not. The collaboration of the 
district administration with the civil society has 
made the project much more interesting and 
efficacious. This study looked at the institutional 
set up of the district administration and arrived 
at the conclusion that these models are area 
specific and are contingent upon the attitude of 
the officers who hold key positions. 

Another interesting project understood 
the relationship between education and 
tuberculosis in the urban slums of Mumbai. The 
project highlighted that the implementation 
of DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment –Short 
Course) program had several challenges. These 
included lack of health infrastructure, lack of 
awareness about tuberculosis, poverty and the 
attitude of health professionals in Government 
health facilities. This has resulted in higher 
rates of death owing to tuberculosis and other 
issues like resorting to non-medical forms of 
treatment. 

A couple of presentations addressed the 
theme of disability. A qualitative study in Delhi, 
which entailed in-depth interviews with select 
employees and their families of a premier 
Government organization that addresses 
rights of the disabled, showed that many of 
the respondents were not aware of the specific 
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There was an intervention based project 
which aimed to provide means of livelihood 
to individuals suffering from mental health 
issues. This was successfully carried out by 
providing them vocational training and then 
helping them make products that were sold in 
a school exhibition. The profits were given to 
the individuals as remuneration and witnessed 

increase in confidence of the individuals when 
they earned money.  

Such wider range of issues of Tuberculosis, 
disability, mental health and the associated 
challenges were discussed in detail by the panel 
members.  
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The broad themes that arose during this panel 
on gender revolved around empowerment 
through self-help groups, government and 
non-government interventions on gender, and 
marginalization of women in communities due 
to changing global economic structures. All 
the presentations were poster presentations, 
most of which highlighted their objectives, 
methodology, key insights, and observations. 

The research topics were from a broad 
geographical area, looking at seemingly very 
different topics like: the impact of self-help 
groups in rural Rajasthan and Arunachal, the 
impact of involving women from rural areas 
in building solar panels, understanding the 
impact of the Triple Talaq judgement on Muslim 
Women in Lucknow, the impact of lack of gender 
sensitization in academic teaching in schools in 
Raiganj, West Bengal, and the cultural practice 

DECHAMMA CS  
(Batch 2015-17)

GENDER

THEME : MARGINALISATION AND RECOGNITION

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Amla Pisharody

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Ashlesha Nayak, Aritri Chowdhury, Aditi 
Vajpeyi, Astha Kumari, Deexa Talukdar 
and Subhash Basumatary aFACULTY TEAM

Arima Mishra and Malini 
Bhattacharjee
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of prostitution and sex trafficking of women in 
the Nat community in Bihar. 
An interesting presentation discussed the 
Triple Talaq judgement and its perception 
by the Muslim women. Based on 32 in-depth 
interviews with married and unmarried women 
in Lucknow, it showed that most women did 
not even know that there was a raging debate 
around Triple Talaq and believed that this 
judgement would not affect their daily lives. 
This is because Triple Talaq was, for them, not 
as much of a problem as domestic violence 
was. The research found that Muslim women 
also find it hard to approach law and thus, this 
judgement, does not involve them directly. 
Other presentations dwelt on different kinds of 
network, like the SHGs (self-help groups) and 
others, where women, when given the platform 
to involve themselves in larger projects of 
village and home level decision making, there 
have been visible changes. One such project 
discussed the impact of ‘Solar Mamas’, where in 
women build solar panels in the villages. It was 
found that many of these women suffered from 
domestic violence and had limited mobility 
within the household and outside it. Once they 
started partaking in this project, they ventured 
out for training, brought home income, and 
believed that they had more bargaining power 
now than they ever did before. They came 

together to teach other women about the 
benefits of working with Solar energy and have 
gained bargaining power within the community. 
It shows that when women are involved in local 
level activities, they fare better than when they 
are merely objects of policy making. 
The project fair was important because while 
it brought out these important ground level 
understandings it also raised questions about 
doing the actual research in the field. This 
was pointed out by the faculty and students 
themselves. The Nat community research 
project showed how the access to the research 
participants could be difficult and hence 
eight weeks might be too short a period to 
enquire sensitive areas of traditional sex-work 
which could affect the community and the 
organization’s relationship with the community 
(when such research is facilitated by the 
local organization). The panel too, brought 
out important aspects of research which the 
presenters had missed out. They spoke of the 
need to reflect on the methodological processes 
more deeply. The main take away from the 
panel discussion on the research topic was the 
need to include stories and narratives from the 
field, rather than making it a clinical form of 
presentation, as it would fail to capture the lived 
realities of the people involved in the research. 
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This panel centred on unpacking the cultural 
and institutional factors and processes that 
influence gender relations. The presentations 
ranged from the study of Self Help Groups 
(SHGs) at Chhattisgarh Livelihood Mission, the 
complexities of menstrual hygiene management 
and importance of institution building in women 
empowerment to understanding the attitude 
of men towards agriculture in rural and tribal 
villages and factors that influenced the Kerala 
government to draft a policy that favours the 
transgender. Further, the role of Sufi festival in 
ensuring religious plurality and brotherhood 
among Hindu and Muslims and analysis of 
published folk tales from the state of Himachal 
were also discussed. 
The two presentations on institutional building 
via SHGs observed how these groups not only 
facilitated easy access to loan facilities but also 
encouraged greater political participation and 

DECHAMMA CS  
(Batch 2015-17)

Gender

THEME : MARGINALISATION AND RECOGNITION

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Sneha Mariam Thomas

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Aniket Raut, Chavan Vanita Namdev, 
Chirikoti Kumar, Keerthana Mannayam, 
Mohamed Ashik. K, Rinchen Thakur and 
Vartika Gupta

FACULTY TEAM
Gayatri Menon and 
Sheetal Patil
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skills in leadership and communications. The 
Brahminical hegemony has been passed on 
since antiquity via folk tales. The study of folk 
tales explored the nuances of the same as to 
how the protagonists of the story were either a 
Brahmin, member of the royal family or mystical 
power. The former were portrayed having the 
essential ‘human like’ feature, solving the 
underlying dilemma and were responsible to 
carry on the repository of faith on the others. 
Another presentation discussed about how 
the Indian agriculture sector is facing a huge 
crisis and it is clearly reflected in the attitude 
of adult men towards agriculture as a source 
of employment. Though the youth in rural 
and tribal villages are interested to continue 
in this sector, their parents are not. Since their 
dependence cannot be nullified at once, they 
are moving to planting seasonal fruits on 
their agricultural land to earn money while 
simultaneously looking for avenues in other 

sectors. 
The trajectory from silence to celebration of a 
policy on transgender in Kerala revealed several 
favourable factors that led to the passing 
of such a bill. Another study conducted in 
Veliyancode, Kerala highlighted the role of Sufi 
saints in ensuring unity and brotherhood among 
the people residing there belonging to different 
caste, class and religions. They also acted as 
an agency for grievance redressal and ensured 
that the art forms were inclusive of different 
cultures, like more musical instrument, which 
were commonly played in temples were started 
to be used by the Sufi saints as well. Discussions 
by the panellists drew attention to the need 
for sharper focus and connections between 
the objectives and conclusions and refraining 
from several assumptions. Suggestions were 
also given on the poster making itself where 
students had not captured crucial information 
in the process of trying to cover everything. 
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The theme of this panel was “marginalisation”, 
which covered various aspects of 
marginalisation faced by different communities 
in India. The experiences and challenges of 
tribal of Dhadgaon rehabilitated at Shahada, the 
Mullakurumbas of Wayanad, vulnerabilities of 
Jogappas of Bijapur and the dangers and risks 
in child labour were presented and discussed. 
One presentation discussed the migration of 
the fishing community due to restricted access 
to resources, limited assistance available to 
the community for livelihood and unfavourable 
selling prices of their products. Along with these, 
challenges such as problem of transportation, 
time restrictions (due to perishable nature of 
fish and lack of access to materials such as ice 
to preserve fish) and language barrier further 
added to the problems faced by the community. 
The different aspects of migration including the 
mental and emotional experiences were also 

Marginalisation

THEME : MARGINALISATION AND RECOGNITION

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Ruchi M. Shevade

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Manukonda Nagaraju, Gopi Naresh, 
Mrunal Hemant Patil, Subin K. Shire, 
Ananya S and Atreyi BasuroyFACULTY TEAM

Sujit Sinha and Anant 
Gangola



22

shared. 
Analysis of the impact of the Forest Rights 
Act (2006) on Gond tribe highlighted that 
the beneficiaries are still facing challenges 
such as low stability in livelihood due to loan 
restrictions, legal issues and complexities in the 
process of transferring the land ownership for 
lack of any such provision, encroachment by 
other tribal groups over the land etc. Another 
project documented how rehabilitations had 
shaped individual lives, the community and the 
place they were occupying through personal 
narratives of an Adivasi. Despite the coping 
mechanisms they have developed, there are still 
challenges to be overcome such as health issues 
due to salt water, diminishing of traditions 
such as Laha affected by the increasing 
profit-minded attitudes, restricted livelihood 
options, employment issues due to insufficient 
provisions in government policies etc. 
Another documentation initiative, covered 

myths of origin of the Mullakurumba tribe, and 
description and references to various practices 
and concepts such as Ive (traditional way of 
living), Uchar festival (for worshipping the 
ancestors), clan systems, Nerukuthu (Ritual of 
killing the tiger) etc., which highlighted how 
deeply the practice of hunting was integrated 
into the culture of the community. Identifying 
the nature and extent of vulnerabilities faced 
by the Jogappa community highlighted that 
those who had joined the community in later 
years were high school dropouts. Also many of 
them came from lower caste-class background. 
This affected their well-being in a way that 
they could not access healthcare and other 
facilities. Taken together, the presentations 
offered rich insights into the nature and process 
of vulnerability among different groups and 
settings and the scope and challenges in 
addressing these issues. 
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‘Marginalization’   is   a   common yet tough word. 
It relates to the pain and suffering faced by those 
who are marginalized. The question is who/what 
marginalizes them? The 2018 M.A Development 
Winter Field Projects Fair had students researching 
into this concern deeply. Presentations varied 
from employment of tribal youths, shelter facilities 
for older people, dwarf communities, handloom 
workers and manual scavenging. 
One of the projects discussed the extent of 
effectiveness of   Rashtreeya Yuva Shastikaran 
Karyakaran among the tribal community in 
generating entrepreneurship skills. The research 
study that interested me the most was on the 
dwarf communities. This was a rare study. No 
NGOs worked among these communities and 
the presentation showed how engagement with 
these communities was through drama/theatre.  
Another presentation drew attention to the plight 
of the aging population in Rajasthan who go 
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through difficulties due to lack of government 
initiatives in providing them with adequate shelter 
homes.
When coming to manual scavenging, the 
presentation discussed about the women 
who were engaged in manual scavenging. 
The field work for this project was conducted 
in two districts of Madhya Pradesh. The other 
presentation discussed about the role of the 
National Commission for Safai Karmachari. It 
discussed how workers are not even provided 
basic safety tools thus endangering their work and 
lives.  From both the studies, one fact is evident 
how status quo on the existing dominance of 
upper caste (and class) continues and how this 
privileged section of the society does not seem to 
care much for the lack of dignity associated with 
manual scavenging. 
Handloom  sector  was  the   most affected  by 
the  advent  of  the much celebrated  G.S.T  and  a 
study engaged with this situation. The student had 
already been engaged in initiating campaign and 
had decided to take it forward with vigour. It was 
inspiring to see such passion to do something. 
A broad common thread among these 
presentations is the fact that all these 
communities were marginalized due to dominant 
societal norms. The  failure in select government 

policies is evident  in all the project works  and  
how a community is marginalized  and  continues  
to  exist  in the  condition  is  drawn clearly from 
the studies. The policy  introduced  among the  
tribal  was a  way  to  uplift the community,  but 
the greater question of ‘is it the way the  tribal 
wanted or  needed it?’. In the same way, are the 
needs of the dwarf community in alignment with 
the interventions made by the theatre company 
or was it just the community being involved due 
to lack of other alternatives?  The helplessness 
of the elderly population is explored through the 
study on old age shelter homes. The government  
institutions  are less  and  their  capacity is limited 
with inadequate facilities  and thus  pose  great 
difficulty for the poor, while  those with resources 
could  find  accommodation in private  institutions  
which offer great facilities  thus widening  the 
class inequalities. The handloom products  
possessing high export values was  a fact that I was 
unaware of but still the  administration does little 
to tap  these opportunities. The winter fair was 
indeed an insightful experience for all of us. The 
presenters had dared to venture into researching 
on themes that are often not much discussed in 
the mainstream discourse. I had much to learn in 
terms of themes to opt for, process to follow and 
the commitment required to pursue these. 
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My experience as a rapporteur in this Winter 
Field Project Fair was very god as I learnt a lot in 
terms of several developmental themes, research 
methodologies and modes of presentations. The 
presentations dealt with several education initiatives 
and interventions and people’s experiences with 
these.  
One of the presentations discussed about Unnati, 
a CSR Initiative of Kotak Bank. This initiative 
concentrated on people who come to the city from 
villages for jobs but lack vocational skills in order to 
even get small jobs. The presentation shared success 
stories of this initiative that has trained and helped 32 
people to get jobs in retail and hotel industry. Another 
presentation spoke about Tibetan youth receiving 
vocational training. The research project was based on 
fieldwork among the Tibetan communities in villages 
in Uttarakhand. 
Another presentation addressed the issue of gender 
in Delhi and discussed how storytelling can be used to 
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lessen the patriarchal ideas that are engraved in all of 
us since childhood. The presenter had organized 5-6 
sessions with select children in schools she had visited 
who were told alternative stories that didn’t display the 
specific patriarchal ideology. Her study was qualitative 
and exploratory. Extending the discussion on gender 
was another presentation that talked about masculinity 
manifested in college politics in the University College, 
Trivandrum. He discussed how the student union was 
dominated by men and the involvement of women was 
very less. The discussion led towards the implications of 
such skewed gender participation. 
The research on impact of technology in education 
highlighted that teachers’ dislike towards tablets, 
provided by the Akshara Foundation in two schools 
in Devanahalli. This negatively affected the education 
of the children. Apart from the thematic discussion, 
presenters shared varied challenges in doing field 
work, occasional frustrations with certain educational 
interventions and the ways these fared in the field. 
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The winter field project gave an opportunity to 
the students to do an independent research on 
topics of their interest.  Despite education being a 
mainstream topic, each of the presentations had 
new insights to offer. The presentations ranged from 
analysing school management committee (SMC) 
and Pratham’s vocational training, understanding 
the impact of school education to first generation 
learners of Chepang tribe in Nepal, skill development 
through non-academic structures and perspective of 
Muslims on girls’ education to doing a comparative 
study about school education in a tribal community 
across generations. 
The Right to Education Act doesn’t include migrant 
children under its purview. The presentation on 
analysis of Pratham’s vocational training highlighted 
how language was barrier to children of families 
who migrated from different states. As a result, 
most of the migrant children dropped out of school. 
Pratham’s intervention not only included imparting 
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vocational training but also helped students to learn 
the fundamentals of education which they missed 
out. 
Another project discussed Muslim community’s 
perceptions on girls’ education. Some of the 
interesting insights here included that family’s 
openness to girls’ education was mainly because 
of getting better prospects for marriage and for 
employment purposes (mostly teaching profession). 
Unlike the common notion of Purdah being 
repressive, the girls in the locality viewed it as 
empowering and comforting in terms of mobility. 
Here the challenges of doing research on this topic 
were also shared. The presentation on impact of 
school education to first generation learners of the 
Chepang tribe gave an insight on how there have 
been imposition of values, morals and ethics by 
the outsiders on the tribe. The school was set up by 
the Catholic Church. There were clash of moralities 
between the tribal customs and norms within which 
the church operated. Every resource in the tribe is 
seen as a collective resource for the entire - be it 
nature, children or bodies. The presenter cited an 
anecdote wherein he asked a child about his father 
and the child wondered which father he was referring 
to as every man in that tribe was addressed as father. 
Whereas, the Christian traditions of monogamy and 
sacredness being assigned to sex with the married 
partner was being subtly imparted to them. 
The comparative study on how school education 

was perceived across two generations among the 
tribal community revealed how education was 
inducing the children to move out of their area 
in search of ‘better prospects’. They incentivised 
children to finish their class 12th by giving them fully 
funded scholarships for higher studies, failing to 
notice that most of people left the course midway 
as they couldn’t cope with the pressure and the 
level of education outside.  The presentation on 
School Management Committee (SMC) highlighted 
that despite parents being there in the committee 
they could never participate in it fully because they 
felt that they were uneducated and can’t help the 
school anyway. In many cases, the election of the 
members of the committee was not democratic 
rather influenced by status, education level or 
relatives of people in power. There was hardly any 
representation of women and members from the 
lower caste. 
The panellists pointed out things that need to be kept 
in mind while conducting further research. Firstly, 
since the mode of presentation was using posters, 
they asked the presenters to not only write their 
observations but also briefly write about the context 
of the topic so the audience could relate to what the 
research was about. Secondly, they highlighted how 
certain terms used evoked biases and have certain 
politics and history attached to it. So they asked 
the students to be sensitive to the use of words to 
describe people and situations.
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The presentations before this panel included 
reviewing the employment process and work 
conditions of pourakarmikas (solid waste 
management workers) in Bangalore, enquiring 
the management of construction workers by the 
thekedars (contractors) in Mumbai, understanding 
the experience of street vendors, evaluation of the 
changes in the lives of migrant brick kiln workers 
after organizational intervention in Balangir district 
of Orissa and the gender division of farm labour in 
cultivation of Paddy and Mustard in Purulia district, 
West Bengal. Five of the six presentations on the 
theme “Labour Practices” centred on urban areas, 
while one had a rural focus. 
The presentation on waste management workers 
raised important issues and questions. The study 
interestingly illustrated the heterogeneity of 
informality by explaining the variations in the level 
of vulnerability experienced by different categories 
of solid waste management workers. The very 
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well-structured research also questioned the 
effectiveness of technology-driven solutions which 
are usually encouraged in the dominant discourse 
and pointed out various flaws and shortcomings of 
systems like biometrics in tackling administration 
issues efficiently. Another presentation examined 
in detail the role of petty contractors in the labour 
market. The methodology included semi-structured 
interviews with the contractors and surveys using 
questionnaires for the naka workers. The research 
findings however were presented in the form of 
pie-charts and bar graphs and therefore were more 
quantitative in nature. 
Two presentations discussed the experience of 
street vendors; one study was based in Bangalore 
and the other one in Mumbai. The Bangalore 
study focused on migrants, while the Mumbai 
study analysed street vendors through a gender 
perspective. Both the studies gave a detailed insight 
into the everyday challenges faced by different 
kinds of street vendors, drawing attention to the 
policy failure in enhancing their recognition by 
showing relevant data about the meagre proportion 
of vendors with legal license. The Mumbai case 
effectively pointed out the issue of lack of unity and 
competition between women vendors and men 
vendors, the latter always being in a dominant 
position.  
Another study looked into the lives of migrant 
brick kiln workers in Balangir district of Orissa. It 

was interesting to note that various stakeholders 
were clearly identified and interviews were held 
with each one of them. The case study can be 
considered as a sound example of how intervention 
by civil society organizations can transform the 
entire situation, leading not only to better working 
conditions but also reducing the vulnerability of 
such workers to a great extent. An intriguing insight 
was that the negotiations made by the union with 
various parties have made it a win-win situation for 
both the workers as well as the contractors. 
The students had collected an array of empirical 
data for their research by employing various 
qualitative and quantitative methods like in-depth 
interviews, surveys, focussed group discussions, 
observations and case studies. Most of the students 
could trace connections to the broader theme 
of labour marginalisation and recognition, and 
highlighted different occupational hazards faced 
by different categories of informal workers. The 
overall experience was worthwhile and beneficial 
and helped me unravel the multi-dimensionality 
of informality as a concept. The discussions 
which arose out of questions posed by the panel 
were quite thought-provoking as it enabled the 
presenters as well as the audience to look at 
the research from a new perspective and also 
encouraged the students to further engage and 
reflect on their work
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Winter field projects on labour practices saw a 
wide range of topics being presented. High spirited 
discussion starting from the need and role of women 
led trade unions, hardships faced by the unorganised 
sector of labourers and also the condition of artisans 
at their work site marked this panel.  

Labour feminism, brought up by a researcher 
questioned the masculinity of trade unions and 
presented the works of Asamgatitha Mekhala 
Thozhilali union. Asamgatitha Mekhala Thozhilali 
union formed organically by asserting the right of 
women to accessible toilets in public spaces. The 
rights of women workers at garment shops to sit 
at their counters in shopping malls was applauded 
and appreciated for its struggle. By and large the 
demand to identify women workers with dignity 
was raised and how unionisation helps in the same 
was discussed. Similarly tea plantations of Munnar 
have witnessed many strikes to assert the basic 
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right of plantation workers to fair wage, schooling, 
healthcare and shelter. Migrant workers were from 
the nearby bordering states but now Kannan Devan 
plantation employs migrant workers from North 
India. Despite having trouble locating the actual 
identity and documents of the migrant labourers, 
they are guaranteed jobs and basic welfare measure. 
However as projected by a researcher, not much is 
being done to preserve the cultural and linguistic 
identities of the migrant labourers. 

Spatial purity and its impact on informal sector were 
also discussed by two researchers. A presentation 
brought about how Dhobiwalas of Mahalaxmi dhobi 
are being displaced from their site which has not only 
been their work place for years but also is a UNESCO 
world heritage site recently upgraded to IIB standard. 
Also emphasised was how only dhobis with stone 
licence issued during colonial period got prominence 
over others. The dhobis who are recognised by the 
municipalities and offered 24x7 electricity and water 
supply are now under threat .Similarly the plight of 
street food vendors in Bangalore who get harassed 
by authorities while being shifted from one place to 
another in the absence of proper records or licence 
was discussed. Even though the vendors find street 
food vending profitable, they face great ordeal in 
negotiating for proper space and licensing from the 
municipality. 

Dignity of labour especially that of domestic workers 
was presented by a researcher, who recognising 
home as a workplace showed how class and caste 
alter the dynamics between workers and their 
employers. Highlighted here were the condition of 
domestic workers in Baghsewania (Bhopal) facing 
discrimination and exploitation with no bargaining 
power to negotiate for a better pay. Further domestic 
workers are asked to perform jobs on the basis of 
their caste. As highlighted by the panellists, there 
is also poor unionisation of domestic workers. Few 
artisans too face this problem, where they are not 
unionised and the informality of their work devoid 
them of good working condition with hardly any 
support from the employer. Taking an ethnographic 
study at Sanganer in Rajasthan with artisans who 
engage in the art of making blue pottery, another 
project presentation gave an insight into how the 
health care expenses for the artisans are higher than 
their incomes as no medical reimbursement exists. 
The hazardous working condition within the factory 
with no safety regulations and the chemicals they are 
exposed to continue to cause panic among workers. 

All the topics presented marked its relevance in their 
respective domains calling for serious attention to 
address these. The various methods of research and 
their findings were well discussed making the session 
interactive and informative.
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Winter project fair is one of the best platforms 
for those who have done research to present 
their findings regarding their projects. Five 
presentations in this panel were mainly 
on livelihood and coping strategies. Out of 
five, four were studies on socio political and 
environmental impacts on livelihood and living 
pattern of certain communities. 

One of the presentations was about the isolated 
tribal community called Meyor in border of 
India. It discussed how this tribal community 
has experienced major transformation in their 
living style and livelihood patterns - from 
rearing livestock and making handicrafts 
to becoming labourers. There has been an 
overall decline in community bonding due to 
several factors. Three presentations discussed 
the impact of flood and cyclone on certain 
communities in different locations and coping 
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strategies. In one such setting, crab collection 
was revived through ponds after the cyclonic 
storm Aila. Land was commonly used and each 
family would look after one pond and work for 
crab cultivation. However agriculture lagged 
behind. 

Overall presentations and the panel members’ 
feedback were very interesting.  However, I felt 

that the presentations could have made the 
implications of their projects in terms of future 
research/actions explicit. Rapporteuring has 
given me sufficient insights in terms of how to 
plan my winter field project, what questions 
to keep in mind, how to go about the research 
process and present the findings to a panel and 
others. .   
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Under the theme of Livelihoods and Coping 
Strategies, the presentations analysed the 
nature of specific intervention and their 
impact. A presentation discussed how farmers 
in the Satara district of Maharashtra cope with 
drought. . They deployed different strategies 
such as alternate cropping and drip irrigation. 
The panel drew attention to several such 
community led interventions. 

How women through the SHGs cope with 
droughts in MP’s Chhindwara and Rajasthan’s 
Bundi was discussed in another presentation. 
With little road connectivity, in a socially 
secluded area of Uttarakhand, the villages of 
Syud and Pildi had been dealing with a steep 
decline in agricultural output, land fertility, 
wildlife and groundwater. Such devastation to 
the lives of the inhabitants was primarily due to 
heavy rains followed by floods and landslides in 
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the area. Because of these hardships, traditional 
farming was insufficient and people resorted to 
migration to nearby towns and cities in search of 
work. With the NRLM (National Rural Livelihood 
Mission) different strategies like construction of 
check dams and roads, were adopted in order 
to stabilize life in these villages. As a result, 
the villagers witness manifold benefits with 
increasing bank and market linkages for SHGs as 
they could supply a variety of seeds to diversify 
their agriculture output and helped organise 
fairs for the villagers to sell their handicrafts. 

In the village of Bhogeri, around the Sundarbans 
in West Bengal, the villagers spent years coping 
in minor ways to the frequent floods that 
occurred. After Cyclonic storm Aila, villagers 
started their own efforts to recuperate from 
the damages done. While getting support 
from some NGOs and through support from 

migrants’ network in nearby cities, villagers 
initiated redevelopment on the environmental 
front. These initiatives included afforestation, 
building higher embankments and constructing 
canal systems for proper drainage of rainwater. 
Landless labourers, on the other hand, sourced 
their livelihoods from poultry and labour work 
that came about through this redevelopment.

Set in the context of post demonetization, 
another presentation discussed about coping 
mechanisms adopted by the informal and 
formal financial institutions and the subsequent 
impact on the lives of the farmers, vendors, 
lenders and landless labourers. Shopkeepers 
capitalized on the unavailability of cash by 
selling materials to farmers on credit, charging 
interest for the same. Existing SHGs had to deal 
with the rise of ‘ringleaders’ when banks and 
MFIs weren’t directly accessible. 
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The panel discussed several livelihood 
interventions. One presentation discussed the role 
of self-help groups (SHGs) in providing a platform 
and space for rural women in Chittaurgarh. It 
highlighted that the initiatives undertaken like 
livestock production or solar panel assembling led 
to women knowing the market better, which helped 
them to get better prices. It also drew attention 
to the fact of how economic empowerment has 
contributed to the lives of these marginalized 
women. 

Agriculture and Jasmine cultivation by tribal and 
non-tribal communities which is supported by BAIF 
(Maharashtra) and Farmer Producers Company Pvt.
Ltd (Maharashtra), focused on the market dynamics, 
seasonality of crop and the support of external 
institutions in providing the support to the farmers. 
Even with the support of these organizations, 
farmers faced several market related challenges. 
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Uncertain market rate and the share of middle 
men often led towards poor output that a farmer is 
compelled to go through. The bigger question that 
despite the efforts of NGO and the farmer producers 
companies, the insecurity persisted. What if the 
NGOs and the farmer producer company were 
not there? How would these farmers deal with the 
challenges in their absence? What difference did 
these organisations make? These were some of the 
questions that arose during the presentation. 

One presentation discussed about leather craft as 
a means of livelihood among Meghwars, a Dalit 
pastoralists community in Rajasthan. Factors 
such as decrease in rainfall, ban on cow slaughter, 
politics of religion due to which skin collectors 
are afraid to collect skin, high investments and 
market competition some of the reasons for the 
decline of this traditional art. The panel tried 
to draw the attention towards the definition of 
livelihood, whether tanning and leather craft fulfils 
the definition of livelihood that has dignity and a 
fulfilling life. 

Another presentation focused on the governing 
structure of farmers producer companies. It 
shows how farmers are very few in number in the 
governing board (GB) which controls the decision-
making process. The presentation brought many 
thought provoking questions like does changing 

the legal form brings change in the functioning and 
how much it addresses the issues of farmers. The 
gradual decline in sericulture farmers of Bankhedi 
block of Baitul district of Madhya Pradesh was also 
discussed in this panel. The changing weather 
and dependency on state department for selling 
the cocoon was the reason for distress among silk 
farmers. 

The immediate positive effect of irrigation structure 
in the form of a small irrigation tank namely nano 
tank was the focus of another presentation. The 
impact study of nano tank focused on change in 
crop production and farmer well-being in several 
villages of Yavatmal district of Maharastra which is 
a cotton growing belt and a place with high farmer 
suicide rate. The nano tank which was built with 
the subsidy and farmer contributions proved to be 
a boon for farmers. The presentation threw light 
on how successful intervention created a ripple 
effect in a community and it should be evaluated 
on a constant basis whether or not it is addressing 
the needs of the people. In a similar vein, another 
intervention that included technical training, 
provision of seed bank, market and bank linkage, 
supports for organic farming and capacity building 
of women farmers of a cooperative society in 
Mandya district of Madhya Pradesh was presented. 
Questions about how to measure the success of 
such interventions were discussed threadbare. 
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The presentations in this session highlighted a 
range of issues varying from impacts of organic 
farming, zero budget farming, forest farming, 
and pot irrigation to market linkage and other 
agricultural concerns. 
The comparative study between organic 
farming and zero-budget natural farming 
(ZBNF) stressed on the aspect of agro-economic 
viability of ZBNF over organic farming. A lot of 
promotion work is going on around organic 
farming but due to easy market availability, 
farmers prefer ZBNF. Another presentation 
that discussed the impact of organic farming 
on the livelihood of the farmers found that no 
subsidy was provided by the government. Lack 
of adequate market facilities and competition 
posed a major challenge to these farmers. 
In another study on different models of 
preparation for inputs used in organic farming, it 
was found that there were two models running 
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in the village. One was the organization’s model 
and other the village model. While the former 
advocated for ‘neem pest’ which is expensive 
as well as can kill the crops if not used in 
the exact quantity, the latter advocated for 
‘jivamrut’ (another natural pesticide) which 
was a relatively safer option. The Hura block of 
West Bengal is increasingly witnessing a trend 
of farmers switching to organic farming. It was 
found that it was due to the spill over effects of 
the Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY), 
a government scheme on the livestock and 
farmland. 
The pilot project based on pot irrigation 

technique showed that out of five farmers, two 
of them discontinued due to its non-viability. 
Though the scheme worked for sustenance 
farming, could not work as well for farmers 
engaged in commercial agriculture. The panel 
discussion following the presentation talked 
about other such interventions where similar 
techniques were used but could not provide for 
a good business model. The panellist pointed 
out that a myopic focus on organic farming can 
be dangerous as one tends to miss out on other 
important issues that revolve around agriculture 
in India.
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One of the primary issues that every 
presentation talked about was of the changing 
patterns of agriculture in different regions of 
India as well as changing attitudes of farmers 
due to different state policies. Most of the 
focused on the dynamics of agriculture as a 
means of livelihood and highlighted the aspects 
of sustainability. For example, they discussed 
about the motivations of farmers for organic 
farming, common problems faced due to low 
market prices etc. Marketing posed a major 
challenge across India; from Punjab (North) to 
Andhra Pradesh (South). It was also discussed 
that inadequate marketing facilities for 
products of organic farming along with the role 
of middlemen demotivates small scale farmers. 
Also, in the name of policy implementation, 
agriculture is being driven by the local political 
authorities in deciding crop rates, providing 
irrigation facilities for big landlords.
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Another issue that emerged was the increasing 
trends of migration of agricultural labour to 
urban areas. Through various case studies, 
it was evident that the loan debts, small 
land holdings, non- availability of proper 
irrigation facilities, caste and class issues lead 
to migration of male members, specifically of 
lower caste/class communities.
The sociological analysis of agricultural 
scenario, central to every presentation, 
highlighted that social factors like caste and 
class continue to be central to agriculture. It 
was found through interviews and case studies 

that majority of the organic farmers belonged 
to upper caste. It was difficult for a lower class 
farmer to practice organic farming at individual 
level because of the costs involved. Though 
there was some successful organic farming 
stories discussed in one presentation, all were 
based on community or group level farming.
Apart from the various issues plaguing 
agriculture, the presentations also highlighted 
the challenges of doing field work and capturing 
the nuances of such complex issues from 
multiple perspectives. 
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The presentations in this panel included 
topics of socio-ecological understanding of 
adaptability and resilience to cyclones of 
the fishing community in Kovalam village, 
Tamil Nadu, a study on waste segregation 
in Chandigarh, various models of waste 
management in Delhi, land identification 
for the solar park in Haryana, a study of the 
interaction between forest communities and 
the state in Pejwadi, Thane in Maharashtra 
and interventions by the forest department 
in Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve focussing on 
livelihood.
The study on the waste pickers or door-to-
door collectors of waste employed by the 
urban upper class households in Chandigarh 
involved a stakeholder analysis. The study 
was limited due to the dearth of literature on 
the same. However, the panellists highlighted 
the critical areas that needed to be covered 

Sustainability

SUB - THEME STUDENT RAPPORTEUR
Gauri Bansal

STUDENT PRESENTERS
Nayantara Lakshman, Manyu Angrish, 
Pragya Singh, Sukriti Makkar, Mosin 
Bajaru and Dhwani Sunil LalaiFACULTY TEAM

Seema Purushothaman 
and Sheetal Patil

THEME : SUSTAINABILITY



43

in such research work. The analysis of waste 
management techniques in Delhi conducted an 
analysis of the work that various organisations 
are doing in this domain. The study on 
land identification for a solar park made an 
identifiable connect with literature. 
The study on interaction between the forest 
communities and the state shed light on how 
the aforementioned communities were affected 
or benefited by the state’s interventions. 
Discussions led to the need for reference to 
existing literature and well defined research 
methodology that could give better perspectives 
on such complex issue. The study on livelihoods 
of the forest community in the Tadoba Andhari 

Tiger Reserve and how the intervention by the 
authorities had transformed the dynamics, 
revealed how Agarzari village acted as a buffer 
village for implementation of schemes. The 
major source of livelihood was bamboo cutting 
but the authorities prohibited it owing to the 
default in permission extensions. 
Like in other sessions, the discussion focussed 
as much on the substantive aspects of the issues 
around sustainability as on the methodological 
rigour and depth of individual projects 
presented. All presentations took adequate care 
to undertake fieldwork in sites that did not pose 
the challenge of local language.
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There were six student presentations under 
the theme ‘water’; as part of the winter field 
project fair 2018. The broad topics or questions 
which seemed to resonate across almost all the 
presentations were governance of water bodies, 
the questions of who has access to water bodies 
and its resources and how these resources are 
to be extracted. A lot of interesting issues were 
highlighted as well, such as institutional failure 
and the power structures in society.
One of the presentations focused on 
exploring the role of alternative schools in 
the transmission of the idea of sustainability. 
How sustainability is understood has a bearing 
on people’s approach to the environment, 
including the theme for these presentations – 
water. Further, it is immediately made evident 
from the presentations that there are multiple 
perceptions of what sustainability means. 
There were two noteworthy questions as well 
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which were brought up during discussion. First, 
the impact of the activities of such school on 
the community as a whole and second, how 
government policies or regulations impact the 
functioning of such schools and their adherence 
to their respective philosophies and ideals.  
Another presentation addressed an interesting 
topic of viewing water bodies as “legal entities” 
by focusing on the Uttarakhand High Court 
judgement on the Yamuna River. An interesting 
question posed by the student presenter was 
that if a river were declared a ‘legal entity’ 
would polluting the river be deemed murder? 
Other troubling issues also came up during the 
course of the presentation such as the lack of 
awareness about the judgement itself among 
various communities and organisations. What 
then is the point of proclaiming judgements 
when there isn’t adequate debate or efforts to 
initiate debates and discussions among the 
people? 
The effects of anthropogenic activities on the 
sustainability of the Panchaganga River were 
discussed through another presentation. Other 
than the big question of the ownership of river 
what was evident through the discussions 
following the presentation was the institutional 
failure in ensuring the implementation of 
existing environmental regulations. Also, as 
discussed in the session, while the state would 

claim ownership of a commons such a river 
there are many layers to this “state” as well. 
The presence of multiple governing bodies in 
the domain of environment complicates the 
process. A very interesting question posed by 
one of the panellists was on the effectiveness of 
closure of industries along the river as a solution 
to the issue of pollution. What would also 
be the repercussions of doing so on the river 
ecosystem?
Understanding the perception of local 
communities on the drying water bodies in 
the Kumaon region was also presented and 
discussed. Other than anthropogenic reasons 
for drying up of local water bodies, such as 
construction along the water bodies, the politics 
of caste was highlighted in this presentation. 
This has apparently led to reduced community 
involvement in preserving the water bodies. 
Another issue which was highlighted is the lack 
of inter-generational knowledge transfer. This 
brings to mind the question, something which 
the panel pointed out as well, of what changes 
are taking place in people’s consciousness? And 
how should people be incentivised to involve 
themselves in managing and conserving these 
water bodies?
There were two case studies presented on 
the livelihoods of fishing communities in 
Kerala, while one was on Yellow clam fishery 
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on Ashtamudi Lake, another was on the 
Vembanadu lake ecosystem. The former case 
study dwells on how private certification 
regimes, such as the Marine Stewardship 
Council, are actually aiding the livelihoods of 
the fishing communities around Ashtamudi 
Lake.  There are important questions explored 
here as well like - how the state is adapting to 
this evolving trend of a market regime? And, 
what are the implications of such a regime on 
the creation of a socially embedded market 
system? Certain issues were brought up during 
the discussion such as the impact that global 
markets have on the other resources of the lake 

and implications of export-oriented approach 
encouraged by global certification systems on 
food security. The project on the Vembanadu 
Lake, on the other side, was on assessing the 
impacts of local-collectives on the fisher folk 
livelihoods. There was a brief discussion which 
brought out the complicated web of power 
relations between the various communities 
part of the Vembanadu ecosystem - mainly 
houseboat owners, the clam farmers and small 
fishermen. At the end of the discussion, a 
question which we were left to ponder on was 
whether there should be an evolution of fishing 
rights akin to land rights?
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The session on Urban Sustainability focussed 
on both public and private entities. Of the six 
presentations, one was on the hotel industry, 
three on transport and mobility, one on smart 
cities and one on firecracker pollution. The 
researchers used various methods to arrive at 
their findings, which were very interesting.

The study on understanding the sustainability 
of luxury hotels in a time when the tourism 
industry is witnessing a boom, focused not 
only on the policies but also on the attitudes of 
employees and the management. Also, follow-
up to the claims made by the hotels was done 
by the researcher which made the findings 
more objective. The project concluded that 3 
star hotels have a more sustainable approach 
as compared to 5 star and 7 star hotels. The 
responses were graded on “Motivation Score”, 
which included environmental and social 
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aspects, cost efficiency and happiness, through 
which the attitudes of the employees was 
quantified.

The three presentations on transport and 
mobility focussed on Bus Rapid Transit system 
in Pune, an analysis of the transport budget 
of Bangalore and the impact of Namma Metro 
on BMTC. Pune BRT system that was supposed 
to revolutionise public transport hit several 
roadblocks on the way. To find the shortcomings 
of the system, the presentations focussed 
primarily on conversations with commuters, 
conductors and drivers, as well as personal 
observations. Major findings of the research 
were that there has been a lack of maintenance 
and cooperation by the state and the limited 
penetration of the services.

The project on analysis of the transport budget 
of Bangalore intended to find its implications 
on sustainable mobility in the city. Focussing 
mainly on official documents through Right to 
Information, the project found that there are 
several state actors who are responsible for 
public transport as well as infrastructure and 
that these actors lack proper communication. 
This problem affects the users of motorised 
and non-motorised transport as well as those 
who use public transport. The researcher 

proposed coordinating sectoral mandates for 
better transport through better metropolitan 
governance.

The study on Namma Metro tried to analyse 
the impact of Metro on BMTC, which runs the 
buses in Bangalore. Though more expensive 
than the bus services, the Metro is faster and 
lies in the core areas of the city. With a sample 
size of 100 motor commuters, the researcher 
via questionnaire tried to find out the previous 
mode of commute and the reason for the shift 
to metro. Infrastructure, faster and easier 
conveyance were the reasons for the shift. 
However, the lacks of exploration of nuances of 
the larger claims of sustainability, such as the 
impact of metro on the people displaced, were 
raised by the panellists.

Patna, which is a part of the smart city initiative 
taken by the current government, was studied in 
one of the presentations. Using SWOT analysis, 
five areas in Patna which are part of the 
project were looked at. The participants of the 
research covered a large base- resident groups, 
small and big traders, vendors, government 
officials and NGOs. Despite being an urban 
development project, the research found that 
citizens’ participation in decision making was 
very little, which resulted from the problem 
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of lack of awareness, especially among those 
who were going to be largely affected. The 
ecological and sociological aspects of river and 
slum development were not given the attention 
needed.

The study on the ban of fire crackers in Delhi and 
its implications on air pollution were focussed 
mainly on students, adults and shopkeepers 
of Vasant Kunj in Delhi. The findings, however, 
were very statistical and pointed towards lack of 
awareness in terms of the effects of fire-crackers 

and the ban itself. Solutions such as more 
awareness, planting trees and greater focus on 
public transport were discussed. Questions on 
the politics around the ban and discussion on 
other solutions were brought up the panellists. 

Overall, the presentations on urban 
sustainability focuses on very contemporary 
issues, which have tremendous significance 
in making urban planning and policy more 
efficient and inclusive
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The presentations showcased in this panel 
incorporated a range of topics including peri-
urban solid waste management in Bangalore, 
the redevelopment of Delhi’s Kathputli colony, 
the movement of poor women in urban spaces, 
socio-environmental impact of Bangalore 
metro, and local health traditions in urban 
spaces and the inclusion of villages into 
expanding cities.
The study on peri-urban solid waste 
management in Bangalore explained the double 
burden that peri-urban areas in Bangalore have 
to face due to the excessive waste dumped in 
these ill-planned regions from within the peri-
urban areas and from the urban city areas. The 
study highlighted the inability of the Panchayats 
to provide safe waste management facilities 
due to low funds, which is further neglected due 
to the low awareness of the residents about 
the waste management responsibilities of the 
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panchayat and the lack of involvement of civil 
society organizations. 
The presentation on the ‘redevelopment of 
Kathputli colony’, a home to many performing 
artists, by the Delhi Development Authority 
and the Raheja Developers, underscored the 
inability of policies to protect the marginalized 
from unlawful evictions and insufficient 
compensations. It also indicated how conflicts 
between different civil society organizations 
can dilute struggles, further empowering the 
powerful.  
The transformation of land use patterns and 
livelihood patterns in villages in the periphery 
of expanding cities was explained through the 
study on ‘Chakkarpur village’ in Gurgaon. It 
explained how villagers, in the wake of rapid 
urbanization, have moved from agriculture and 
animal husbandry to rental activities and digital 
market occupations, which provide stable 
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income with less strenuous work. The social 
interactions and mobility of women in slums 
was presented with reference to a residential 
colony (Lallubhai Compound), and a transit 
camp, both located in Mankhund, Mumbai. 
The study pointed out that most women prefer 
to access public spaces only in the face of dire 
necessities, that too predominantly in groups, 
and the narratives of ‘women’s safety’ are used 
to legitimize this reduced mobility. 
The study on how medicinal plants ,central to 
the local health traditions, are being used by the 
poor, the affluent classes and institutions within 
the confines of urban spaces highlighted the 
challenges to medical pluralism. It also stated 
how local health traditions are transferred inter-
generationally and between rural and urban 

areas. It stated that the access to time, space 
and resources to maintain medicinal plants 
would help revitalize local health traditions. 
The presentations were showcased through 
posters followed by discussions raised by the 
panellists and other students. Although the 
presentations were diverse in their themes, 
the underlying idea conveyed was that, 
contemporary development in India has failed 
to be inclusive and sustainable. In our rapid 
push for economic growth, we have forgotten 
the marginalised and excluded not just the 
minorities but traditions and cultures that have 
long nourished this land. Unless we rethink 
and redevelop strategies of development, it 
is unlikely that our cherished goal of being a 
functional democracy will succeed. 
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Relevant links
 
Admissions to Undergraduate and Post-graduate programs in Development, Education, Public Policy and Governance, 
Law and Development: 

Write to  https://azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/admissions for more information

Stay connected: Alumni website that covers alumni articles, faculty writing, opportunities like seminars, job 
opportunities, interesting events etc. https://alumni.azimpremjiuniversity.com/

An interactive Alumni portal is coming soon which will have features such an in-built Alumni Finder and spaces for 
Special Interest groups to come together for discussion. http://alumni.azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in

Stay tuned with updates on our social media platforms:
Facebook: https://facebook.com/azimpremjiuniversity
Instagram: https://instagram.com/azimpremjiuniv
Twitter: https://twitter.com/azimpremjiuniv?lang=en

The university offers short Continuing Education programs for development practitioners. In the coming year, the 
following programs are scheduled.
 i.      Development and Change in India: Critical and Constructive Perspectives
ii.      Ethics in Public Health Practice
iii.      Imagining Development: From Vision to Action
iv.      Rural India and Its Transformations
v.      Exploring Sustainability in the Indian Context (online course)

For more information, please write to sharat.kumar@apu.edu.in
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